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„ THS pathfinder of the seas- 




O' 


I not fiiwaye acknowledged the greatness of their fellowmen. 

r ** ri ““ haV ' of _ th . nation. ®ile there are occasieaal moeenents 

has ^ ^ 8ervices 0 f SO me distinguished son of the Republic, 

‘ 0,5ri '"id, who todey are praotically unknown by the Anerican People. 

rr—«•. « — an “ prociaimed as the " great8st 

f hi, times" but who is not familiur to his own ountrymen. 
i “ rlC “ L therefore our privilege to give the first national reoord in an African 
Hletorical Journal of Con ander Matthew >'ontaine Uaury, the American who charted the 
.ind, end the current, of the Oceans, who gave to the world the new science of 
aeteorology} who is in reality the father of the National Observatory at the seat 


of our National Government and who originated the great system today is known as 

the Teather bureau. 

There is no American whose service to his generation was so great and whose 
life at home was spent in such seclusion; about him there was the modesty of great- 
nees, for as an American he refused the highest scientific honors of Europe and 
rer.our.eei wealth, fame and even a palace as the gift of an emperor, to pass his last 


toys in the hills of Virginia that he loved. Our beloved West Virginia shares tliis 

• mar with Virginia, the Mother State. 

A friend of kings, he passed away in the beautiful little torn of Lexington, 

'within the shadow of the gravos of Robert E. Lee and G eneral Stonewall 
"trough the Journal of Amerioan History the life and character of this 
V . *Mriv n bee Just been completed. 

•"’••tigntor ie nn euthority in southern hietoiy Vho is intimately 

-‘•nt*-. with th### whOM Cownrtndor Matthew Fontaine ~aury spent hie 

Ur* . 

priv*t« hietorlflal eourceo hno prepared thin record. 
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-hough thi* 


ion a movement has also been made for the erection 


t American, with an appropriation from the Congress of the 

„_. n t to the gronv 

I of « oonuaen* 

« u * erved - 

V of the'past century, on the 14th of January, 1806, only 

Vith the begxnnma 

„ -itv of Fredericksburg in the County of Sporrsylvania, Virginia, 

t« nil ® 9 l“ roa the C X 

.. Fontaine Uaury. He cume of goodly stock, for there mingled in hie 

i—i 3 bom Uati-nc* 

in c;}ual parts, the sturdy religious life of the French Huguenot3 and the 
gallar*ry of the English Cavalier. On his mothers side he belonged to the dis¬ 
tinguished Finer family of Virginia, while his name bears testimony that his paternal 
T.cestors were of the choice Huguenots who, from the persecutions of Catholic Franco 
stretched their asms to the new world. 

hen - aury was only five years old, his parents went to Tennessee and settled 
se r the present town of Franklin. There ’mid the forests of Tennessee in the days 
of the esrly settlers, before advanced civilization had built her great highways of 
travel or her schools of learning, there grew up the lad who was to become the 

"Pat.-.firder of the Sea". 

the early educational advantages of young L'aury, but an accident in 
r.‘s youth that eeesfld to disqualify him for farm life, led his father to give him 

•pportjnity at ISarpeth Academy. 

,r '* • tivity of h i mind brought him into the special notice of his in- 

.* ’ ;1 •■■ociation riponod into life long friendohip. 

• afterward Bishop of Tonnoesoe, and 7/illiam C. Hasbrouck, to 

••11* Med hie work on "The Physical Goography of the Soa" were his 

Aoie-sy. Usury's ambition me for a c ours# at Bout point but hie 
•• to hi*, young Usury left home without Ale futhor'e blessing. 


* »* vjit*^ 

• ** r knowing. 

Bought an appointment in the Navy. In 182?> an 

ii« %1 , v 

/•«re, ntthm ISiury received hi# ap ointment to the United :Untna 

•** 

i •# on the frigate "Brandywine". 

M kv«l Academy, for It ms '’aury htmaelf aha first advocated 
• • —ml school at Anopolie. 
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for l.’eval honors, must needs prosecute his studies amid 


r 

nctive sen service. It at once became evident that Usury 

e con ° 9 of a 


the the theory and practive of his profession. 

,lved to oaoter 

H9 ‘ 1 r thn t early poroid relate that on the round spot of the quarter¬ 
ns conrndes 0 _ . 

!,is diagrams in spherical trigonometry to enable him, when on duty 


to employ the precious moments in useful study. It chanced that 

to »nd f r °» 


* -arr of h’s service, the "Brandywine" bore LaPayette from his visit 

during '-he far® * 

to this country. 

-rnd'tion tells us that the distinguished Ilarquis spoke many pleasant and en- 
, ord8 t0 the studious midshipman. In 1826, Jlaury was transferred to the 
•- ,. 0 -.^r "Vinciennes” —about to make a cruise around the world. The opportunities 
'or study on this voyage were much to his advantage, and on his return homo, he was 

r-edy for his examinations. 

In 1331, he was appointed master of the sloop-of war Falmouth” which had been 
ordered to Pacific waters. He at once sought diligently for information as t o the 
best tr.ck for his ve^d, but no reliable charts for his guidance were in existence. 
:« ke*- ly realized that hero was a great need to be supplied and hie hold and active 


-re forthwith began to grap le with the problem of ocean charts. 

a thla vogage ho observed the curious phenomenon of the low barometer off Cape 
-rr., ar.d »rot* „pon subject his first scientific paper and it was at t his tine 

'* ■'•gw his textbook on navigation. 

his boos for a tims in 1834, two import nt ovonts occurred. Ho was married 
A Herndon of Vrndorickshurg, Virginia. From this time on we find much of 
'* ’ * woven into the hlntory of tho old ’Burg on the Rappahannock. The 

' -hat aark»4 this yonr ot home, v o tho publication of his first book, 

•. 'lYX^ntl n, which boooiSO for many yearn n text bo k in the United 

*h\», • _ 

'• ' • in ev-ry essential particular outlined by Jfctthew Lfcury. 

*" 11 ** • *lel n fr m heaven with blessings to earth, and he fnilod not 

t • ‘fw, 

* ’ ' - people. It on hie return fr« m the Bruesols Conference to 

’ , laden '.h h- nor* tlvat Ifcurj stood clearly before the world. 









Welle Y. KcLaugnxm 

: urMntfin. ■«'« V Q_* 


- 4 - 


. twin sciences of hydrography and meteorology". Ho less a man 

fo>ind ( ' r ^ '** 

munbolt declared him the "father of a new science", and was die - 

n Alexander Van 

. his 90th year wrote him a fervid letter of congratulation. 

Baron - n 

hot pot of charts and instruments entrusted to the young lieutenant 

-he »i»P 10 D 

.osml observatory, with the groat man of science as its superintendent. 


than 

tin* 




in a 11 


l.. rS this !!ati nal Observatory under :aury, outlined and comprehended, 


• hinrton is divided into four separate departments. Science has con- 

c!»t noa at • 

» er boon upon the world than the great ocean cables, that flash t.ie 

ferred no treater ooo f 

tt _ thc genius of Commander Maury that from all this dry data brought forth, 
n«vs. mV J 

tt<< tci , nU fic deductions that revolutionized the ship sailing of the world. 

teci rm m a eerie, of six charts and eight large folio volume of "Sailing 
Mrectica". that comprehended all waters in every clime where fly the white sails 
of civilized coceree. The charts are known as "Usury's wind end currents chart", 
erf ere styled "Track Chart.," "Thermal Charts,” end "Storm and Rain Charts." 

They exhibit with wonderful accuracy, the winds and currents, their force and 
iirectioe et different seasons of the year, the temperature of the service waters, 

*■ • c-In belt* and trade winds, the rains and the storms. 

To. tight volume, are of "Sailing Directions" and are brim full of the most 
nibble Mutleal infection, and are treasures to every intelligent seaman. 

**> Mh chart, and directione, the navigator knowe for each season, and in all 
r l * r * *We he ha. be.t chance, for a swift and safe voyage. Some idea of the 

c„ he fomed from the statement that 20,000 copies of "Sailing 
areette**' ••re distributed gr.luitou.ly to the merchant vessels. 

* KaetU.1 r ..ult to the navigator of the rovrl-st^ »>«* of thie great 
•**fU4ee -f the fa- ha. b.-n that 




fert 


. „ _ the trip ha. been ehorteneA 

to ^an-franelseo, .round C»»pe Horn, 




1 OfeC It h.0 


.u .ted that in shortening the tin. and lessoning 






.J __ ie the world's coeuieroe of not 

there re* been a eavln* te 


Mi w: 
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f jjaury'® work waB 8,l0Wn w ^ en °n One occasion, the "San Francisco" 

F «cc«r« c) 

lpard was severely damaged in an Atl-ntic hurricane. The helpless. 

•it* trooP’ on ' 

^driffdouttot.esea. ^ 

,„ rv of the Ilavy appealed to L’aury, who estimated v/here wind and 

The Secre.ary 

. non a helpless wreck, would drift the vessel. With a blue pencil 

save sc'.iaS J 

* v ««nt on his chart. To this spot relief was sent, and the survivors 

h« sirk«d the sp° 


rescued. 


•. -- -physical Geography of the Sea", in his discussion of "Sea Routes", 

•h ; 3 to say: "So to shape the course on voyages as to make the most 
- -is tr.d currents at sea, is the navigator’s art. How the winds blow and the 
•urrests flow along this route is no longer a matter of opinion or subject of specula- 
...j., vy.. jitter of certainty determined by actual observation. The winds and the 
daily encountered by hundreds who have sailed on the same voyage before him 
!. : ’the disV r.ce nede good’ by each from day to day, have been tabulated and 
arra.*j^J for the narinor; nay, his path has been literally blared through the winds 
'or hi* or. the • ea; mile posts have been set up on the waves, and finger-boards plant- 
ted tUe tables furnished for the trackless waste." 

•••TrAtiornl character of the work soon led to an international conference. 

Xurj't instance that in 1853 the United States called the celebrated Brussels 

• '■tf'NMi, It ra. a notable gathering of scientific men. Nearly every important 

rv.ivn B there represented and a systematic plan of co-operation provided. 

*' r * "• “ • conference that Maury advocated the extension of the sane system of 

<,vr ; oteervatlone to land oloo and thus form a weather bureau, helpful to 

*‘ ,U * 1 * TM. he continued to urge and agitate ln^»ie papers and addressesall 

,Umf y '•Ul the very oloo. of hie life. The gl'eat Signal Service and 

•^ceMffcUy operated In the world todoy from continent to continent 

»• due t* ltoury , for the great Atlantic cable le one of the 

“ f l»e tr<m hie anvil ae he wrourfit. 

■* ••1 of %hm lt . meteorology h. founded the -ay to the 

-1*^* tm Ufci . -r__ h.r Miaetlc -a»e . _, 


Ik 


^ I 


f *» Ut. tkl 


•Vvu 
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B P 01 * 0 nc i>0 ^8 before ub the marvelous phenomena 

earth *nd •«*• 3 

y-irter of a P urr E ”S li8 *\ - »tyle he sets before the marvelous phenomena of earth 

r 4 lf t and air, * n th0U C ht anc * language that flows deep and strong, and warm and 
..... , iTing like the great current of the Gulf stream. 

;;o Anerican has ever received higher testimonials from foreign contries; 

. . p « of Knighthood were bestowed upon him by the Emperor of Russia, King of Den- 
*rk, Kins of Portugal, King of Belgium and Emperor of France, v;hile other countries 
r.rjck gold siedals in his honor. The Pope sent him a full set of all the medals struck 
i.rir .5 his pontificate and Uasimillan decorated him with the "Crest of our Lady 
Seaialopue*. By special request Alexander Von Humbolt bestowed upon him the 
* Cosmos •- ial", struck in honor of the great Baron. It is the only duplicate of 
t.*.t oeial in existence. 

? i iaabridge University of England conferred on him the degree of L.L.D. 

I*. :i taid that in Berlin there stands a status to his memory. Thus Kings, to do 
‘-a • -or, tvok delight. The only civilized nation that has withheld adequate 
r «MCsitls» of his services has been the government of the United States. All 
Uml c *ae to him from his own government has been the meager pay of his rank 

Capital City where for twenty years his great brain projected influerc e 
“■* "• th. .hoi. oivlll..d world tod.y, «nd .ro th. v.ry honor and glory 

lh.r. ■land, no ntoraorial of hi. -rvic, no bronr. or »rbl. to 
U ' ; « »U Th . r . „ ot , buot nor . portrait in th. totiohal 

* r • hi. .orb m. doao. ' 

O.U. lt . n.tioMi UblWX, a-'oil ■>**“»» -*'■1 *11 

‘ . th,^ ..rth, t. M -a~* “*» ,h * U0, * 1C °' •« 


“ W, *,u th. ..tMP.rl« do. d-P »* f1 '' 1 **“ 

-i. r„ u# •» •> • *:• "” rn °* °“ r • ,J 

~rr ,r ... eopit.li ‘ h * ,0 “* 4 * r of twl " 




0 »«' 


t h« aind 














8he d llrh* 

** bl #88l 


ng* 

01 the end© of 


^ or uaury for reco Eniti0|) - 

"^he hQMd« 

^^sorvrco, or any region ^ ^ « W. nation 1 % 

the brightest stars that adorn th« ^ ro Perty, 6 


;; r-' 


X »■ 


" Aive a nti Dro . . U8 j 

U W6M«‘ stars ^ot adorn the vict , y ’ * ■Trie, that i. 

*«tori© 8 0 f 

Itaury is one of the Greatest names that ad ^ 

thisi the nace of Maury is forgotten i* u, n ’ s to ry 0 f Virginia. Ho 

his own land. I t 1(i , 

■::: ;• science ever to be lost to t0 ° clo8el y WjVon 

° l he world. 

?i» Congress of Meteorology must render to 

. 0 nane of Mawy a tribute cf 

:.~f. v.-.e, as the founder of our scienro ,» 

ar,d the highest honor for his 

F--.r«« re k ts in every department of this science. 


